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On July 14, 2010 a Canada Steamship Lines (C.S.L.) cargo ship ran aground within the St. Lawrence Seaway contaminating two feet above the water line with a thick black oily sludge for a distance of approximately two kilometres west of the St. Catherine locks.

This environmental tragedy was downplayed by the official press statement of C.S.L. identifying this negligence, as an accident, triggered by a combination of engine failure (leaving the ship to drift without power resulting in the forward anchor being dropped), and a so-called, “sudden wind squall” (pushing the ship towards the south shore of the Seaway) resulting in the ship running over its own anchor, with enough velocity to tear a hole through its double hull into the fuel tank.

Identifying this environmental tragedy as an “accident” combined with the corroboration of various levels of government agencies resulting in the negligent, reopening of the locks is totally unacceptable due to the implausibility of such statements and the resulting criminal acts;

1 Engine failure – within the tight conditions of the Seaway manoeuvrability is necessity, therefore engine failure is unacceptable. Within this press conference, the spokesperson identified that a faulty injector that caused the engine to overheat was replaced earlier that same day but denied any relation between the two engine failures and that in order for the ship to proceed, C.S.L. had to first receive approval from either transport Quebec or Transport Canada. Was it approved with an inspection?  Was there an investigation to determine if the two engine failures were related?

2
The anchor – when the ship is at maximum capacity there is supposed to be a four-foot clearance between the bottom of the ship and the seaway floor.  This brings into question; was this particular ship beyond safe operating capacity in order to run over it’s own anchor?  Was the proper choice made in deciding which anchor would be dropped, given the direction of the drift?  Are the ships anchors not larger than four feet, if they are why would the clearance be acceptable at four feet?

2 The Squall – the north wall of the seaway provides for a total windbreak of approximately seventy feet in height, any wind that would come off of the river would be directed up the embankment, and over the seaway.  This is the design of the lock area, so that huge ships having to manoeuvre in such a tight space at very slow speeds can do so with as little problems as possible.  So, was it possible for a squall to produce enough wind pressure for a sustained period of time to push a huge ship, loaded to capacity, sideways with enough velocity to run over its own anchor and rip a hole through its double hull into its fuel tank?  It does not sound possible, underlying the necessity for an investigation into C.S.L.’s official story!

However, the most horrendous part of this event is what took place afterwards!  In spite of dangerously low water levels which cause build-ups of silt putting strains on our filtration / energy systems, along with the numerous municipal overflows of raw sewage directly into our rivers combined with the worldwide threat to our fresh water supply, someone on some level of the Canadian Government acted criminally by opening up the locks (knowing that the shore line was not and is still not satisfactorily cleaned) seemingly for the economic purpose of getting all the ships that were waiting, into port so they can be unloaded before the longshoreman went on strike in the port of Montreal.  Thus the health and welfare of the people and the environment have been negligently and criminally compromised for economic purposes.

For all these reasons cited, we maintain that a criminal investigation should occur on all levels referenced.
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